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Long before COVID-19, Rotaract Canada had a vision of a nation-wide Rotaract 
conference that would be accessible to all of our members; one that didn’t 
include the high price tag of domestic travel within Canada. That likely meant a 
virtual conference, but there were hesitations surrounding the peoplepower 
required to make it happen during our first year of operations. 

In the true spirit of Rotaract Canada collaboration, we were able to facilitate an 
unprecedented partnership between several clubs from across the region and the 
MDIO to make the vision a reality. This event is the result of a partnership 

A WORD FROM  
OUR GENERAL SECRETARY:

between Rotaract Canada and the Rotaract clubs of Halifax, District 7820, Mount Allison University, District 
7810, University of Alberta, District 5370, Vancouver, District 5040. The people behind this event are 
Rotaractors like you and me, from different parts of Canada, from community and university clubs, who 
understand our organization's challenges and needs. Our diverse organizing committee brings a breadth of 
perspectives from across our region to create an experience that addresses unique needs and challenges. 
Over the last few months I had the pleasure to watch the results of this partnership come to fruition. The 
great talent involved in organizing our conference has resulted in an event by Rotaractors, for Rotaractors, 
a fun, dynamic and inspiring space featuring world-class Rotary keynote speakers and Rotaract 
accomplished leaders from our own region.  

I, along with the entire Rotaract Canada conference organizing committee, am thrilled to present this 
powerful lineup of thought leaders and shift disturbers. Their ideas will provoke inspiration and leadership 
that will guide Rotaract in our region into the future. Each is fantastic, and you won’t want to miss it. 

Thank you for coming, and enjoy FORWARD: The Rotaract Canada Symposium. 

Yours in Service,  

Reid William Eyre  
Rotaract Canada General Secretary
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HOUSEKEEPING AND TECH NOTES:
Please note the entire event is scheduled in Ottawa Time (ET-EASTERN GMT-5). You can consult 
TimeAndDate.com to find your local time. 

As you know by now, our event will be taking place online via Zoom Webinar. The regular program will 
take place in one single Zoom meeting, with breakout sessions as Zoom breakout rooms which you can 
join from the main room once you are in the meeting. Each participant received their own, unique link 
to join the main event room. The unique links only allow one user to join at a time. Some social events and 
other sessions will have a separate meeting (the links for those separate meetings are indicated in this 
programme). 

If you get locked out of the webinar, or are experiencing any other difficulties, reach out to the organizing 
committee at any time via the event Facebook group or via email at conference@rotaractcanada.org.

ZOOM WEBINAR TIPS:

Auto-generated closed captioning will be available in English only. On your 
toolbar, you will find an icon that looks like the one seen to the right. Click 
on the icon on zoom to enable it. You can then adjust text format, drag it 
around the screen or turn them off.

CLOSED CAPTIONING (CC)

Many of our sessions will utilize the Q&A feature in Zoom. When a question 
is asked, you have the option to “upvote” it, raising it higher in the queue 
and increasing its likelihood of being asked. To ensure the greatest benefit 
to all concerned, Rotaract Canada will prioritize and filter which questions 
are answered by the speaker. Please direct your questions to the Q&A 
section of Zoom and use the chat window for comments and reactions. 
Questions sent on the chat will not be considered.

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS (Q&A)

ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

Having trouble? Check out the Zoom Video Webinar Help Page for more 
information and step-by-step walkthroughs.

https://www.timeanddate.com/worldclock/converter.html?iso=20210318T180000&p1=tz_et
https://www.facebook.com/groups/forwardattendees
mailto:conference@rotaractcanada.org
https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/sections/200324965-Video-Webinar
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EVENT AGENDA: ALL TIMES ARE EXPRESSED IN ET OTTAWA TIME

SATURDAY, MARCH 20 
OPENING CEREMONY 
General Secretary Reid William Eyre, MC Yvone Joubert 
Opening remarks from Rotaract Canada General Secretary Reid William Eyre and 
additional housekeeping and technical notes for the event.  

PASSION, PERSEVERANCE AND THINKING YOUNG 
Rotary International President-nominee Jennifer Jones 
Canada’s very own Rotary International President-Nominee Jennifer joins us to 
discuss the powers of passion and perseverance, and how “thinking young” will 
keep membership engaged, Rotaract and Rotary clubs strong, and increase our 
humanitarian impact both in our local and our global communities.  

BREAK – 10 MINUTES 
Stand up and stretch! Refill your water bottle (even if not with water), but don’t 
be late, we have some great breakout sessions coming up!  

BREAKOUT SLOT A 
Choose from a selection of inspiring breakouts featuring outstanding facilitators 
leading presentations, discussions, panels and interactive sections. Check the 
breakout session section of the program on page 8.  

LUNCH BREAK 
Take a break! Like, not a TikTok break, an actual screen break. Go make yourself 
a sandwich, grab some Timmies from down the road or maybe UberEats some 
poutine. Get out of your bedroom and show your family or roommates you are 
still alive, they may be worried. Our programming will be back in a sec! 

FRIDAY, MARCH 19 
SPEED-FRIENDING SOCIAL 
Join us for our event’s first social to meet and connect with Rotaractors from all 
over our region. We’ll be using Glimpse, a “speed friending” platform created by 
Canadian engineering students.  
SEPARATE ZOOM LINK: https://bit.ly/2P7zOXk

8 p.m. to 
9:30 p.m.

11 a.m.

11:15 a.m. to 
12:00 p.m.

12 p.m. to 
12:10 p.m.

12:10 p.m. to 
12:55 p.m.

1 p.m. to 
1:30 p.m.

https://bit.ly/2P7zOXk
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ALL TIMES ARE EXPRESSED IN ET OTTAWA TIME

BREAKOUT SLOT B 
Choose from a selection of inspiring breakouts featuring outstanding facilitators 
leading presentations, discussions, panels and interactive sections. Check the 
breakout session section of the program on page 9. 

OUR ROLE IN SUSTAINABILITY AND OCEAN CONSERVATION 
Rotaractor Vic Grosjean 
Vic Grosjean, Rotaractor from Melbourne, Australia, and Environmental 
Sustainability Rotarian Action Group (ESRAG) member, has been interviewing 
Ocean Innovators all around the world engaged in the United Nations Decade of 
Action to save our Oceans. Vic will take you on a journey to discover the 
exceptional wonders of our oceans, the threats looming on our blue planet and 
innovative solutions to support the environment. Discover innovative ways to get 
involved in the environment and empower your own network with proven, 
positive & impactful solutions protecting our planet. 

INTERACTIVE ICEBREAKERS 
You will be separated into groups of four to have an opportunity to get to know 
other attendees more intimately, and share your Rotary experiences. Some 
icebreaker questions will be provided, but this time is meant to be an 
opportunity to have free flowing discussion with other passionate Rotaractors 
from across the country. 

THE POWER OF EMPATHETIC LEADERSHIP 
Rotaractor & Rotarian Brittany Arthur 
The next phase of innovation will be driven by putting people at the centre of 
everything we do and designing for the experience. Together we will explore 
both how designing for the experience is not only true for businesses but equally 
true for the family of Rotary and what Design Thinking methods we can leverage 
to power empathy in our organizations. 

GAME NIGHT SOCIAL 
We will be meeting on Zoom to have a virtual game night! Join other 
Rotaractors in a breakout room to play some of your favourite virtual games, like 
Among Us, Codenames, and Jeopardy. 
SEPARATE ZOOM LINK: https://bit.ly/3f7l7Pl  

1:30 p.m. to 
2:15 p.m.

2:15 p.m. to 
3 p.m.

3 p.m. to 
3:20 p.m.

3:20 p.m. to 
4:05 p.m.

7 p.m. to 
~10:00 p.m.

https://bit.ly/3f7l7Pl


rotaractcanada.org/conference Page  of 6 18

ALL TIMES ARE EXPRESSED IN ET OTTAWA TIME

SUNDAY, MARCH 21 
SECOND DAY OPENING REMARKS 
Join us as we reflect on day one, look at the day ahead, and who knows what 
else we might have in store? 

ROTARACT'S ROLE IN DIVERSITY, EQUITY AND INCLUSION  
Rotary International Director Valarie Wafer 
Rotary International’s revived dedication to diversity, equity, and inclusion is best 
exemplified through the work of their new DEI Task Force, made up of Rotarians 
and Rotaractors from across the globe. Wearing her “Chair of the DEI Task Force” 
hat, Valarie will discuss the role that Rotaract plays in shaping Rotary’s approach 
to becoming more conscious of our actions and inactions related to DEI. 

BREAK – 10 MINUTES 
Pour yourself another cup of coffee, find a pen and paper to take notes, and get 
ready for the club and district officer training! Not sure where to go? Head to the 
one that interests you most, or head to Rotary Essentials for a great overview for 
new and experienced Rotary family members alike! 

TRAINING BREAKOUTS  
If you are an incoming director or DRR or you are just curious about the inner 
workings of a Rotaract club, pick a training session and come learn from the 
experts! Our all-Rotaractor and Rotarian facilitator lineup will share their 
insights and best practices to help set you and your club up for success. Check 
the breakout session section of the program on page 10. 

LUNCH BREAK 
Like seriously, make sure you take a screen break and grab something to eat. 
Don’t take too long though, because although we are almost done, we saved 
some of the best for last and you don’t want to miss it! 

TRAINING BREAKOUTS (CONTINUED) 
This is a continuation of the training you were in before lunch. Please return to 
the same training as you were in previously. Make sure you keep your Zoom 
open and logged into the meeting so you can remain in the same breakout to 
resume the second half of your training session.  

11 a.m.

11:15 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. 

12 p.m. to 
12:10 p.m. 

12:10 p.m. to 
12:55 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. to 
1:30 p.m. 

1:30 p.m. to 
2:15 p.m. 
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ALL TIMES ARE EXPRESSED IN ET OTTAWA TIME

INTERACTIVE CLUB DISCUSSION 
Participants will be separated into groups of four to have an opportunity to 
discuss club function, project planning, member recruitment and retention, and 
anything else you’d like to bring up to your group. Use this time to get fresh 
perspectives on how to overcome challenges in your personal clubs, or to get 
inspiration from other clubs. 

COMING OUT INTO OUR OWN LEGACIES  
Rotarian Brian Rusch 
Brian shares his wisdom and lessons he has learned from world peace leaders 
while living life authentically as an LGBTQ+ person and working for peace on a 
global stage.  

CLOSING CEREMONIES  
General Secretary Reid William Eyre 
Join us one last time for a final closing ceremony with remarks from Rotaract 
Canada’s general secretary reflecting on the learnings and connections made 
throughout our amazing weekend together.  

PROJECT SHOWCASE 
A handful of select Rotaract clubs will have the chance to sit on a panel and 
answer questions about their project to our entire conference audience, made up 
of Rotaractors and Rotarians from across the country! We invite everyone to 
attend to gain inspiration from panelists and provide your feedback. 
SEPARATE ZOOM LINK: https://bit.ly/3txnr60

2:15 p.m. to 
2:35 p.m.

2:35 p.m. to 
3:20 p.m.

3:20 p.m. to 
3:30 p.m.

7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m.

EVENT SOCIAL MEDIA CONTEST
MAKE A POST ABOUT OUR THE ROTARACT CANADA SYMPOSIUM AT 
ANY TIME DURING THE EVENT USING #RotaractCanadaFORWARD TO 
ENTER A DRAW TO WIN ONE OF FIVE $25 GIFT CARDS TO THE 
ROTARACT CANADA SWAGSHOP 

You must follow @RotaractCanada on the social media channel you are 
posting to participate. The winners will be announced during the Project 
Showcase on Sunday and be contacted via social media to redeem their prize.

O O O O

http://www.facebook.com/rotaractcanada
https://bit.ly/3txnr60
https://www.linkedin.com/company/rotaractcanada/
https://instagram.com/rotaractcanada
http://rotaractcanada.org/swagshop
http://www.twitter.com/rotaractcanada
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ALL TIMES ARE EXPRESSED IN ET OTTAWA TIMEBREAKOUTS:

BREAKOUT SESSIONS - SLOT A 

YOU MIGHT BE YOUNG, BUT YOU BE ACTING REAL OLD 
Rotarian Jason Browne 
In this engaging session, Jason will have a no-holds-barred exploration of 
Rotaract culture in Canada. In talking about the disconnection caused by 
COVID-19, he will draw parallels to disconnects that existed long before now. 
Taking the widely-believed mentality that Rotarians are the ones who refuse to 
change, Jason will show how Rotaractors in our region may just be in a glass 
house throwing stones. 

BRIDGING THE GAP: ROTARACT + ROTARY PANEL 
Past Rotary International President Barry Rassin, DRR Valerie Edmunds, PDRR 
Yvone Joubert, moderated by Deputy General Secretary Gus Lopes 
Join Past Rotary International President and number one Rotaract Champion 
Barry Rassin and Canadian DRRs Valerie and Yvone for a candid discussion about 
Rotaractor and Rotarian relationships. Let’s get into the bigger questions and 
deeper discussions to talk about the good and the bad, share stories and get 
insight from successful well-connected leaders who are right at the intersection 
between Rotaract and Rotary.  

TACKLING IMPLICIT BIAS 
Rotarian Dr. Todd "Bowtie” Jenkins 
A favourite presentation among Rotarians and Rotaractors alike, Dr. Todd 
“Bowtie” Jenkins will walk us through his B.O.W.T.I.E. method of tackling implicit 
bias, and how that relates to both Rotaract and the new Rotary International DEI 
initiatives and commitments. 

12:10 p.m. to 
12:55 p.m.
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ALL TIMES ARE EXPRESSED IN ET OTTAWA TIMEBREAKOUTS:

BREAKOUT SESSIONS - SLOT B 

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION CANADA AND ROTARACT 
PDRR and TRFC Board Member Phoenix MacLaren 
What exactly is the Rotary Foundation Canada (TRFC) and why should 
Rotaractors care? In this session, join Phoenix, the first Rotaractor to ever join 
the TRFC board, to learn what you and your club can do to start preparing for 
Rotary Global Grants in 2022. 

BLACK IN ROTARACT 
Rotarian David Divine 
The presentation outlines how Black people of African descent seek to find a 
sense of belonging to the geographic spaces they live, work and study in, and 
ask themselves: To what are they aspiring to belong to and on whose terms? 
Non-black allies are asked to make a choice: remain as silent witnesses to 
injustice, indifference and hate; there in person, but absent in empathy and 
action. Or, assume the mantle of agents of societal change. In the words of 
Martin Luther King Jr., acknowledging that we all share the same garment of 
destiny and owe each other a duty of care, respect, dignity and humanity. 

BUILDING AN ACCESSIBLE ROTARACT 
Rotaractor Anna Campbell 
This session will give you an introduction to the huge subject of disability and 
accessibility. We will explore basic disability concepts, ableism, and how to tackle 
them within our environment in Rotaract. As the merging of disability in regards 
to leadership is uncharted territory for academic studies, the approach to this 
topic will combine research-based knowledge with experience-based knowledge 
for an engaging and informative session.

1:30 p.m. to 
2:15 p.m.
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BREAKOUT SESSIONS -  TRAINING SESSIONS 

Please note there is a 35-minute break lunch meeting that splits all training 
sessions in two. Make sure you keep your Zoom open and logged into the 
meeting so you can remain in the same breakout to resume the second half 
of your training session.  

DISTRICT ROTARACT REPRESENTATIVE (DRR) 
PDRR Yvone Joubert 
What is a District Rotaract Representative? What does this role mean? How does 
this role fit into your district? In this session, we’ll be talking about the DRR role, 
what it is and how it fits in within tour district leadership team. We’ll discuss 
areas of opportunities and success and equip you with all of the information and 
tools that you need to successfully lead Rotaract in your district. 

ROTARACT CLUB PRESIDENT 
Rotaractor Kathe Debenham 
If you are a Rotaract club president, president-elect/nominees vice presidents or 
are curious about the the role, come learn how to empower, engage and connect 
with your community and your club members. This interactive training session is 
designed to provide you with information, advice, and guidance to help you be 
the best Rotaract president you can be!  

ROTARACT CLUB SECRETARY 
Rotaractor Haley Calder 
This session will provide you with the information and skills necessary to succeed 
in the Rotaract club secretary role. The secretary ensures the club runs as 
efficiently and smoothly as possible. This session will focus on responsibilities 
and expectations, breaking down task management into weekly, monthly, and 
annual tasks. Additionally, this session will cover tips for working with club 
leaders, and members as well as some best practices and tricks. 

ALL TIMES ARE EXPRESSED IN ET OTTAWA TIMEBREAKOUTS:

12:10 p.m. to 
12:55 p.m. 
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ROTARACT CLUB TREASURER 
Rotarian Susan Fisher 
Being the treasurer of a Rotaract club isn’t just about numbers– it’s about ethics. 
And with Rotaract’s elevated status, it’s about to get a little more complicated 
too. Join experienced Rotarian Susan Fisher as she walks us through how run 
effective financials in a rapidly-evolving role. 

ROTARACT CLUB PUBLIC IMAGE  
Assistant Public Image Coordinator Gus Lopes 
In the world of social media and digital communications, our public image as an 
organization is more important than ever. Awareness of our brand is high, but 
public understanding of who we are, what we do and the value we bring to 
communities is concerningly low. If you are an incoming public image or 
communications director, a social (media) butterfly or just interested in the topic, 
come join this session. We’ll talk about strategic communications, how to build 
your online presence and in the second half, we’ll have an interactive how-to on 
graphic design 101 and social media strategy. If your club doesn’t have a public 
image director, take this training and sign up to become the first one! 

ROTARACT & ROTARY ESSENTIALS 
PDRR Kaitlynn Almeida 
Whether you are new to the Rotary family or have been a part of the fun for 
quite some time, join us for an engaging Rotary Essentials session where you are 
sure to learn something new about Rotary while hearing from a few different 
Rotaractors! Spanning across two sessions, Rotary Essentials will provide an 
opportunity to learn a bit more about the Rotary family, become more familiar 
with notable resources and incredible opportunities available for Rotaractors, 
and include interactive components as a way to connect with one another.

ALL TIMES ARE EXPRESSED IN ET OTTAWA TIMEBREAKOUTS:

12:10 p.m. to 
12:55 p.m. 
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MEET THE SPEAKERS:

Jennifer is the founder and president of Media Street Productions Inc., a twenty-
five-year old, award winning media company in Windsor, Ontario. She is a proud 
member of the Rotary Club of Windsor Roseland and Rotary International 
president-nominee. Her talents have strengthened Rotary reach and impact, 
through many roles including as Rotary Foundation trustee, RI vice president 
and co-chair of the End Polio Now: Make History Today campaign, raising funds 
alongside Bill and Melinda Gates and their Foundation. Jennifer is a leader in 
cultivating “experiential fundraising” opportunities such as Rotary’s Polio Golf 
Day with Jack Nicklaus in Jupiter, Florida, USA, which raised over $5.25 million 
for polio eradication in one  day.

JENNIFER JONES

Vic Grosjean is a chartered engineer with 15 years of ocean experience and 
principal consultant at OceanX Group, an engineering consultancy specializing 
in developing environmental monitoring solutions. Both a leader and 
community educator, he strives for projects to reduce water pollution on a 
global scale and make a long-term difference for humanity. Vic has presented 
his ocean conservation strategies in front of an audience of one thousand 
United Nations and Rotary individuals. In 2018, Vic Grosjean was selected by 
Rotary International President Barry Rassin, as “One of Six Young Innovators” to 
showcase his work at the United Nations in Nairobi, Kenya and was named 
“Rotary’s People of Action: Young Innovators.”

VIC GROSJEAN

Brittany is the co-founder of “Design Thinking Japan,” a human-centred 
design agency based in Japan; supporting companies to ignite creative 
confidence by equipping people with tools for innovation and to bring 
their business aspirations to life. She is the host of the world’s only 
bilingual (English-Japanese) innovation podcast, “Business Karaoke” and 
the innovation MeetUp “ToYoko Design Thinking & Innovation Network”. 
A Dual Rotaractor/Rotarian whose held positions at the club level right on 
up to the Rotary International committee level, Brittany has spoken at 
numerous RI Conventions and was even our MC at RIC Toronto 2018.

BRITTANY ARTHUR
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Valarie K. Wafer retired in 2017 after a 27-year career at Tim Hortons, one 
of Canada’s iconic restaurant brands. Valarie joined Rotary in 2005. She is 
now the chair of the RI Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Task Force. She has 
previously served as an RI training leader, 2018 Toronto Convention host 
organizing committee member, assistant regional Rotary Foundation 
coordinator, and RI president’s representative. In 2012, Valarie received 
the Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee medal in recognition of her 
leadership with the Economic Case for Inclusion in Canada, an inclusive 
hiring initiative that was adopted by provincial and federal governments.

VALARIE WAFER

Dr. Todd Jenkins currently serves as the senior diversity, inclusion, and 
innovation leader at a “Fortune 400” company and as a global inclusion 
trainer, strategist and Speaker with Bowtie Leadership Inc. As a 
consultant, he has worked with several companies such as Walmart, 
Google, Facebook, American Airlines, Deloitte and more, small and large 
non-profits, and entrepreneurs. Dr. Jenkins is a proud Rotarian and Paul 
Harris Fellow from the Rotary Club of Fayetteville, Arkansas. He has 
served as Rotaract advisor, and Interact sponsor, among others. He was 
recently selected to serve on RI Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Task Force.

DR. TODD JENKINS

Brian has run organizations for Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama, using their 
wisdom to create programs to re-shape conversations around peace, equality 
and forgiveness. Brian was a Rotary Youth Exchange student to Brazil, joining 
Rotary Club of Hollywood in his 20s. He helped charter the Rotary Club of San 
Francisco Castro, the world’s first first LGBTQ+-cultured Rotary club. In 2020, he 
chartered the Rotary Club for Global Action and joined Rotary International’s 
Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Task Force, responsible for assessing the state of 
DEI in Rotary and its global membership. Professionally, Brian strategizes with 
non-profits, governments, corporations and celebrities to help optimize their 
platforms to become change makers for good. 

BRIAN RUSCH
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Jason's passions and successes are rooted in his diverse interests and 
experiences. Jason co-owns the streaming media company AWRebels, he 
charms the airwaves as a radio personality on WBHV B94.5 FM and 
captivates audiences as a member and performer with Happy Valley 
Improv, a local improv company. A past-president of the Downtown State 
College Rotary Club, P.A., USA, and a Rollin’ with Rotary founding 
member, Jason is highly active with Rotary public image on the local and 
national level. Jason has inspired Rotarians at district conferences, PETS 
and at Rotary International Convention. He loves to creatively create 
meaningful change and have fun along the way. His motto: “Use what 
you love to fight what you hate.”

JASON BROWNE

Anna Campbell is a recent graduate of Mount Allison University. She 
received her Bachelor of Arts jointly in psychology and sociology, and 
earned a certificate in diversity, equity and inclusion. She has been 
working in the disabled community and associated circles since she was 
15 years old; something only strengthened by her degree, broadening her 
passion and knowledge base. When she isn’t educating about disability 
and inclusion, she likes to read, write, volunteer in her Halifax-area 
community and spend time with her dog Fergus.

ANNA CAMPBELL

Barry Rassin served as Rotary International president in 2018-19. He retired as 
president of Doctors Hospital Health System in Nassau, Bahamas. Barry has 
been a member of the Rotary Club of East Nassau since 1980, club president in 
1987-88, governor for District 7020, Member of the Rotary International Board 
of Directors, trustee and vice-chair of The Rotary Foundation, as well as 
chairman of the shaping Rotary’s future committee. Barry is the founder of 
HANWASH - Haiti National Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Strategy. In 2010, 
Barry coordinated the Rotary disaster relief efforts in Haiti following the 
devastating earthquake. He is now on the Bahamas Rotary disaster relief 
committee working on Hurricane Dorian and COVID-19 relief.

BARRY RASSIN
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Professor David Divine is a published author, columnist, world traveller, 
and speaker on areas relating to social justice and the lived experiences 
of individuals and communities. He has worked at executive and senior 
management levels in four professional areas: social work, affordable and 
safe housing, education, and public service management. He is managing 
director of Footprints Life Coaching, focusing on speaking engagements, 
research, consulting and coaching. The aim of the business is to amplify 
the voices of those unheard and unacknowledged. Professor Divine was 
the James R. Johnston chair in Black Canadian Studies at Dalhousie 
University from 2004 to 2009, in addition to being a fully tenured 
Professor of Social Work.

During Valerie’s school days, she was involved in volunteering and taking 
part in a variety of activities to keep connected with others and the 
community. A few years after graduation she was feeling disconnected 
and was looking for ways to get involved again and a close contact 
suggested she look into Rotaract. In 2016 she set out on her Rotaract 
journey and hasn't looked back since! Over the past five years, Valerie has 
been an active member of her club and district by holding many different 
positions including president, secretary, membership coordinator, Poutine, 
Pints and Plaid event coordinator, Day of Giving event coordinator and 
district Rotaract representative. Rotaract has given her the opportunity for 
so much growth and learning and can't wait to see where it takes her 
next.

VALERIE EDMUNDS

Attending RYLA in 2014 propelled Phoenix into Rotary. She helped charter the 
Rotaract Club of Fraser Valley, was a district Rotaract representative for three 
years, and continues to support youth leadership camps in various capacities. 
Currently, Phoenix holds eight different positions at all levels of Rotary, 
including being on the Rotary Foundation Canada Board, as an assistant Rotary 
coordinator for Zone 28, and as Rotaract chair for District 5050. In 2019 
Phoenix was awarded the Rotary International Award of Honor from past Rotary 
International President Barry Rassin after helping her district increase overall 
membership by 150 percent.

PHOENIX MACLAREN

DAVID DIVINE
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Originating from Cape Town, South Africa, Yvone immigrated to Canada 
at a young age and found in Rotary an opportunity to give back to her 
new community. For the past decade, Yvone has been an active and 
passionate member of Rotary. Currently, Yvone serves as the secretary of 
internal operations for Rotaract Canada, the District 5370 Rotaract chair, 
and sits on her district’s peace builder committee. She uses her voice and 
platform on the district Rotaract committee to learn more about the 
needs of Rotaractors within her district and what we can do to better 
support our Rotaract leaders and their clubs.

YVONE JOUBERT

Haley Calder is a Bachelor of Sciences student at MacEwan University, 
majoring in honours psychology and minoring in business law. Currently, 
she works as secretary of MacEwan Rotaract, president of The FentaNIL 
Project (MacEwan), and a teaching assistant for introductory psychology. 
Although relatively new to Rotary, Haley strives to inspire others 
throughout all her roles, and aide them in building the skills and 
confidence necessary to succeed in future endeavours, as Rotary has done 
for her. Haley is passionate about creating positive change, and not 
letting time slip by, simply doing the bare minimum.

HALEY CALDER

Kathe was involved with Interact in high school and has rediscovered her 
passion for Rotary through Rotaract and her engagement with Rotary District 
5370. Kathe is a Past President of the University of Alberta Rotaract Club and is 
the current President of the Rotaract Club of Edmonton. She has had the 
opportunity to attend the Big West Rotaract Summit in Vancouver and has been 
honoured by District 5370 as a Paul Harris Fellow. Kathe has been involved with 
RYLE, RYLA, a variety of Rotaract conferences, and is currently a member of the 
District Rotaract Committee. Kathe is thrilled at any opportunity to share her 
passion for Rotaract!

KATHE DEBENHAM
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Energetic and visionary, Kaitlynn Almeida is passionate about doing good 
and fostering togetherness. She is a co-founder of the Rotaract Canada 
where she serves as under general secretary. Kaitlynn first became 
involved with Rotaract in 2011 when she joined the Queen's University 
Rotaract Club. Over the years, she has served as co-president of two 
Rotaract clubs in two different districts, and been co-district Rotaract 
representative for District 7040. Kaitlynn was recognized as a Paul Harris 
Fellow in 2015. She has continued to immerse herself in the Rotary family 
in District 7070, as part of the 2018 Rotary International Convention 
Rotaract host organizing committee, and has co-facilitated multiple 
sessions at Rotaract Preconvention. To relax and unwind, she enjoys time 
with family and friends, a nice glass of wine, and a good Netflix show.

KAITLYNN ALMEIDA

Gus Lopes is a public relations major based in Toronto who found his 
professional calling through his work in Rotary public image. Born and raised in 
São Paulo, Brazil, he is the son of two very active, life-long Rotarians. Gus is an 
alumni of RYLA, Interact and Rotary Youth Exchange. He led the re-branding of 
one of Canada’s largest and longest-serving Rotaract clubs and later one of our 
zone’s youngest assistant public image coordinator, a position traditionally 
occupied almost exclusively by past district governors. Gus is also a co-founder 
of Rotaract Canada, currently serving as deputy general secretary. Gus is 
passionate about strategic communications and giving back to Rotaract and 
Interact, so other young leaders can have access to the same kinds of 
opportunities he had over the years.

GUS LOPES
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THANK YOU

Thank you for attending FORWARD: The Rotaract Canada 
Symposium and thank you for your leadership and your service on 

behalf of Rotary. 

After the event, please fill out our attendee survey at: 
rotaractcanada.org/forwardfeedback

For any additional comments, questions or support, please email 
conference@rotaractcanada.org  

“Service Above Self – One Profits Most Who Serves Best”

FORWARD: The Rotaract Canada Symposium is a partnership between Rotaract Canada 
Multidistrict Information Organization and:

http://rotaractcanada.org/forwardfeedback
mailto:conference@rotaractcanada.org
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